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FROM THE MANSE 
At two times in the year we start to prepare to 

celebrate a special feast.   In Lent we prepare for 

Easter and in Advent we prepare for Christmas.  
  

This December try imagining what Mary 

had to go through as she prepared herself for the 

arrival of Jesus.  Probably the easiest way to start 

to do this is to think about young mothers today 

and all the preparations that they need to make in 

readiness for the birth of a new infant.  Even 

although 21st century modernity means some 

things will be different, without doubt some 

things will be the same.   As the birth draws ever 

nearer what feelings and emotions will the young 

Mary experience?  What has to be planned for and 

remembered?   What unexpected events will end 

up taking people by surprise?   
 

Advent is a time of waiting and preparing, 

and the safe arrival of a newly born infant is a 

time of great joy and celebration, but as soon as 

the birth has happened the reality of day to day 

life with a new and helpless baby swiftly 

predominates.  Only at a distance can people have 

ǘƘŜ ƭǳȄǳǊȅ ƻŦ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎΣ ΨhƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǿŜŜǘΣ Ƙƻǿ 

ƴƛŎŜΩ- for a baby cries, and a baby needs fed, and a 

baby needs comforted, and nappies have to be 

changed.  It was to life as we know it, and 

experience it, that God chose to come into this 

world.   

 

Perhaps more frequently we think of 

Jesus helpless while on the cross, and yet that 

ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

love for us. Less frequently we think of Jesus weak 

and helpless just after his birth; yet that specific 

event also demonstrates to us, but in a different 

ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ 

earth to live among us, to live life as a human 

being, to share the emotions and feelings that any 

one of us might experience.  In no small measure 

ǘƘŀǘ ΨƛƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΩ ŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ 

significance of God choosing to become incarnate.   
 

May you find time to ponder and prepare this 

Advent.   May Christmas be for you and those 

whom you love a rich celebration which holds 

DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ 

May you be blessed in 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Strathkinness Church services 

December 2011 

4th  Morning Worship  11.45am 

11th  Morning Worship 11.45am 

18th  Morning Worship 11.45am 

Saturday 24th Christmas Eve Service   7pm 

Sunday 25th December   Christmas Day 

No service in Strathkinness 

United service in Hope Park & Martyrs Church at 

11am 
 

January 2012 

Sunday 1st bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 

No service in Strathkinness 

United service with St. Andrews congregation in 

Holy Trinity Church, St. Andrews     11am 

8th  Morning worship 11.45am 

15th  Morning worship 11.45am 

22nd  Morning worship 11.45am 

29th  Morning worship 11.45am 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 OPEN GROUP 

 

MULLED WINE EVENING 
Wednesday 7th December 

at 8.00 p.m. 

in the Church Hall. 
 

Start the Festive Season! 

Come and join us for this Annual Event 

& enjoy a Convivial Evening with 

Mulled Wine & Nibbles & Mince Pies 
 

   Non-Members are most welcome 

    Entrance £5 each 

    Please reserve a place from 

      Jane Blyth 850661 

East Fife Young Farmers 
Coffee Morning 

& 

Lunch 

Saturday 10th December 2011 

10.30am - 1.30pm 

Strathkinness Village Hall 
 

Fresh vegetables 
straight from local farms 

 
Homebaking & Soup & 

Sandwiches 

Tombola & Stalls 

ALSO 

on sale the fantastic 

EAST FIFE YOUNG FARMERS 

NAKED CALENDAR ! 

Proceeds to R.H.E.T. 

 
 

The Post Office has reopened in 

the Vestry with-in the Church Hall. 
The hours of opening are 

Tuesday 2 pmτ4 pm 
Friday 12 noonτ2 pm 

Think of this, especially in the run up to 
Christmas, as a wonderful way to meet 
friends in the village and save all that 

time in the horrid queue in St Andrews. 
Please support this initiative to keep as 
many services as possible in the village. 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking ahead 

Next Fundraising Event ɀ as this is a double 

edition of the K. & C. we are intimating early 

that we will be holding a Family Ceilidh on 

Saturday 25th February.  Please note this 

date in your diary, and reserve your tickets 

ASAP. 

Jane Blyth 850660 & Nancy Duval 850033 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Dance 
The Trustees held their Autumn Dance on 

Sat. 19th November. 

86 Villagers and friends attended and 

enjoyed a very happy and successful 

evening. 

The buffet table displayed a splendid 

variety of savoury and sweet dishes.  We 

are most grateful to all who generously 

provide this delicious spread. 

 Mrs. Harrow, once again kept order 

behind the scenes ɀ a huge thank you is 

due to her for her invaluable help.   

Thanks to Dave from the Tavern, who 

manned the Bar. 

The   popular Lomond Ceilidh Band 

provided the music ɀ much appreciated 

by all those who enjoyed the varied 

dances. The Band did a splendid job, 

especially as they were one man down. 

 Thanks to the generous donations of 

many prizes, a very successful raffle was 

held at half time. 

 Chairman, Mrs. Maisie Graham, thanked 

everyone for all donations and 

contributions to the evening, and for their 

continued support of the Village Hall and 

the fundraising efforts.  As usual, soup 

was served after the last dance, and the 

general happy atmosphere indicated that 

the evening had been much enjoyed.  A 

very handsome £885.00 was raised 

towards funds. 

 

STRATHKINNESS VILLAGE HALL 

Whist Drive Results  
Friday 28th October 

Ladies:          1st  Mrs. M. Morris                                    

                      2nd  Mrs. H. Horsburgh 

                      Booby Mrs.  J. Kamadine 
 

Gents:         1st                Mr. D. Calcraft 

        2nd                Mr. J. Farmer 

                      Booby         Mrs. E. Greig  (as gent) 
 

Friday 25th November   
Ladies           1st               Mrs. A. Stevenson                                   

                      2nd  Mrs. A. Johnstone 

                      Booby Mrs.  M. Morris 
 

Gents:        1st  Mr. J. Backhouse 

                      2nd  Mr. L. Wemyss 

                      Booby Mr. S. Younger 
 

Next Whist Drive 

 
The first Whist Drive of the New Year 

will be at 7.30pm on 

27th January 2012 
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ñTHE WEDDING PARTYò 

Starring  

GRAEME WILKIE  

COLLEEN OôNEILL 

 

 

 

And  

A 

Star Studded Supporting Cast  

 

On 11.11.11 Colleen and Graeme exchanged their 

personal wedding vows to a glassy-eyed gathering of 

family and friends in the New Picture House Cinema, 

North Street, St Andrews. 

òThe Wedding Partyó was a love story and told how 

two young people fell in love in Strathkinness. 

Colleen worked in the Post Office and The Tavern 

where she fell for the eligible, tall, good looking 

chef, Graeme. 

Their secret romance in 2009 became publicised 

village news that next year, on their engagement. 

In planning for their big day, Colleen and Graeme 

chose to embrace their love of all things Art Deco  

 

 

and encouraged their wedding guests to channel 

their Inner Gatsby or Inner Poirot too. 

The coupleõs wishes were met as guests paraded to 

the wedding in 1920õs and 1930õs style 

outfits.....feather boas and white braces a 

plenty!.....much to the amusement of anyone around 

the Cinema or 1 Golf Place Hotel that afternoon. 

 
 

 
 

A buffet dinner and dance followed in the Village 

Hall where there were plenty opportunities to 

improve dancing skills, especially the Charleston. 

 

 
 

Colleen and Graeme spent their honeymoon on Skye 

and all best wishes go to the newlyweds for a long 

and happy life together.  

 
 

IW 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday 4 th  December  

Christmas Fete  

Village hall:  2.00 ð 4.00 pm 

Wednesday 7 th  December  

PANTO Dundee Rep 10.00 am 

Wednesday 14 th  December  

Christmas Service 11.00 am  

In Strathkinness Church  

Friday 23 rd  December  

Last day of term ð Finish 12.00  

Christmas Lunch for pupils  

Monday 9th January 2012  

In -service day  

Tuesday 10 th  January 2012  

Children return to school  

 

Primary 6 Cycling Proficiency  

All  Primary 6 pupils have  

successfully passed their  

Cycling Proficiency test.  

 

 

STRATHKINNESS 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

GARDENING CLUB 

GROW!    GROW! GROW! 
Thanks to all who have kindly 

donated Morrison Garden Vouchers. 

We look forward to using all the 

new gardening equipment, planting 

the seeds and caring for the plants! 
 

May we wish you all a very 

Happy Christmas & New Year 

From 

The Green Fingered 

Gardeners 

Ann Mudie Catriona Caton     

Mrs Goodwin

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN GROUP 
WEDNESDAY 18TH JANUARY 2012 

POT LUCK SUPPER 
!4 +!4(ȭ3ȟ 19 MAIN STREET 

(MEMBERS ONLY) 

PLEASE PHONE 

JANE BLYTH 

850661 
 

Strathkinness 
Village Hall 

Family Ceilidh 
 

 
Dancing   
Supper   

Raffle  
 

  Saturday 25 th February  

2012 

Dancing starts 7pm 

Adults £10 

Children £5 



Calendar & Events 
December 2012 

Fri 2nd  GREY BIN 
 

Sunday 4th Morning Worship  11.45am 

Wed 7th  Strath.Comm.Council 7pm 

Open Group - Mulled Wine 8pm 

Fri 9th  BLUE & BROWN BINS 

Sat 10th East Fife Young Farmers  

Coffee Morning & Lunch 

ΣΡȢΥΡÁÍ   ȬÔÉÌ ΣȢΥΡÐÍ 
 

Sunday 11th Morning Worship  11.45am 

Wed 14th Strathkinness Primary School 

Christmas Service  11am 

Fri 16th  GREEN BIN 
 

Sunday 18th Morning Worship  11.45am 

Fri 23rd  BLUE & BROWN BINS 

  Strathkinness Primary School 

Last Day of Term  noon 

Saturday 24th Christmas Eve Service 7pm 

 

Sunday 25th United Service at Hope Park & 

Martyrs Church       11am 

Fri 30th  GREY BIN 
 

January 2012 

Sunday 1st United Service at Holy Trinity Church 

    11am 

Fri 6th  BLUE & BROWN BINS 
 

Sunday 8th Morning Worship  11.45am 

Tues 10th Strathkinness Primary School  

Term starts for pupils 9am 

  BEAT BOBBY   7pm 

Fri 13th  GREEN BIN 
 

Sunday 15th Morning Worship  11.45am  

Wed 18th Open Group   8pm 

Fri 20th  BLUE & BROWN BINS 
 

Sunday 22nd Morning Worship  11.45am  

Fri 27th  GREY BIN 

  Whist Drive   7.30pm 
 

Sunday 29th Morning Worship  11.45am 

 
MINISTER:  Reverend Allan McCafferty: amcc@grad.com 

 

CHURCH WEBSITE: www.strathkirk.com 
 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL WEBSITE 

www.strathkinnesscommunity.co.uk 
 

 

Any items for the February 2012 issue by 22 January 2012 
 

Editor: nancyduval@btinternet.com  01334 850033  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The editor would just like to say a big thank-

you 

to all the amazing people who make this 

newsletter  
 

The contributors, 
 

     Donald &             &  Holly,                      
 

 

 

And of course the most wonderful people who go 

out in all weathers to put this through our letter 

boxes 

Mrs Halkett   Mr Topping 

 Mrs Mackintosh 

Mrs Elliot   Mrs Tyler 

Mrs Cumming    

Mrs Parry   Mr Patterson 

Mrs Sinclair 

Mr Lawson   Mrs Walker 

Miss Ramsay 
Miss Mudie   Mrs Lawrie 

Mrs Wallace 

Mrs Baxter  Mrs Scott 
 

& 

Mr Younger who gets us online! 
 

 

Merry Christmas to you all 
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